
Of all the choices of clubs to join, why should 
I join a garden club?  That is  an excellent 
question.  I felt the same way until I took the 
plunge and got my hands dirty.  Gardening is 
relaxing, it’s  something you do for yourself.  It 
keeps  you focused and determined to turn 
something so small as  a seed into a huge 
product.  Food is  expensive, this  summer it 
will be even more expensive.  Save yourself 
some money, donate your excess  food and 
relieve stress.  Join the fun.  
Visit our website, www.kprgarden.com or 
send Rennee an  email:

 r.celeste.lewis@gmail.com
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The Results  Are In! The garden 
election was  Sunday, February 20th and 
the final results  are in! No glitches  were 
reported at the polls  and early voting 
was  a great success.   All four candidates 
were unanimously voted to hold their 
new positions and the winners are:
Coordinator (1 year term) Rebekah 
Wilhelm
Coordinator (2 year term) Rennee 
Lewis
Secretary (1 year term) Mindy Mitchell
Treasurer (1 year term) Bob Coomber

I want to thank our newly elected 
officers  for the extra time and energy 
they generously provide to the garden. 
We look forward to a great year.

G a r d e n C l u b F u n d i n g                     
By Bob Coomber  

The Garden 
has  two major 
s o u r c e s  o f 
f u n d i n g : 
initiation fees 

and dues  from members of the Garden; 
and grants.   In the past, we have 
received grants  from Washington Parks, 
People, and two grants  from the Capitol 
Hill Community Foundation.   We are 
set to receive an additional grant from 
Greater DC Cares to assist in our 
partnership with Thea Bowman, and 
we are composing grant applications 
with other potential contributors  to 
secure additional funding.  However, 
our greatest resource is  the generosity 

of the neighborhood, and residents’ 
willingness  to pitch in and clean up a 
once vacant and blighted lot. The 
Garden owes  its  existence to the hard 
work and generosity of residents  of 
Kingman Park and Rosedale. We look 
forward to continuing our successful 
partnership.

New Partnership

 Thea Bowman Preparatory Academy 
is closing.  We have established a 
partnership with  Friendship Public 
Charter School Blow-Pierce.  We are 
excited to be working with the students 
at Friendship.

Postage

Rosedale Citizens' Alliance

Sponsors

Welcome to your Garden

Gardening Tips
Gwen Hunnicutt suggests these tips:

   Old Farmers Almanac excellent resource for planting dates in DC
http://www.almanac.com/gardening/planting-dates/zipcode/20002
Check our Mindy Mitchell Resources: 
 http://www.kprgarden.com/Home/news-art

   Invest in a good pair of gloves 
 -To eliminate ants and  bugs try the following:

1. Ants - Pour white Vinegar around plants in a circle.  Pour Vinegar in   
the corner of each box. Also, pour Vinegar on the outside of your 
plant box.

2. Bugs - Sprinkle Self-Rising Flour lighly over plants.  Whe bugs eat 
flour they will swell-up and die.  

  Weed growth reduced or eliminated
1. Keep  area wet or moist, weeds will not grow
2. To stop weeds from growing around your plant box, place several  

sheets of newspaper on the ground, then place heavy card board on 
top of paper. 

  Free Seeds - Garden Club Members only.  Contact the following:
Bob Coomber-bob.coomber@gmail.com
Rebekah Wilhelm whippedbakerydc@gmail.com

Anyone interested in writing an article or have topics for the next 
Newsletter, send an email  to  Rennee at r.celeste.lewis@gmail.com.

Hybrid Seeds, 
what do you think?

When gardening 
orginal is always best. 
Purchase seeds you can 
save to plant next year.  

Hybrid seeds cannot be 
saved for planting next 
year.  Each year you 
must purchase new 

seeds.  Hybrid seeds are 
man made products. 
The seed is produced 
by articially cross-

polinated plants.  They 
took two or more 
plants to create one 
new plant.  

CONGRATULATIONS!

YOUR NAME GOES HERE

New Member 

Box #
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KINGMAN PARK
NEIGHBORHOOD STREET 
CLEANING PROGRAM SCHEDULE
By Linda Hamilton 

In 1964, my family was 
drawn to Kingman Park because of its 
reputation as  a clean, quiet bedroom 
community.  We learned that the elders  of 
our communi ty de s i gnated each 
Wednesday as  the day that every able 
bodied resident would help keep our 
community clean.   Everyone would sweep 
the sidewalk in front of their respective 
homes  and pick up any trash.   My family 
has  honored that commitment through 
out the years. I am hopeful that newer 
members  of Kingman Park will join us 
older members in keeping this  tradition 
alive.  

Please join us  this  and every Wednesday in 
keeping our community clean.   Further, if 
you know your neighbor is  ill  or infirm, 
please be a good neighbor and help them 
out too.  

Nicoise Salad                                 
By Nicole Coomber 
One of the first items  to grow in our 
garden is  lettuce! Here's  how to make use 
of the early bounty. You can adjust 

ingredients  based on what is  seasonal; 
later in the summer, add more tomatoes!
Vinaigrette:
Juice from 3 lemons
1 c olive oil (I use Colivata)
1 heaping T grainy Dijon mustard
Salt and pepper to taste
1/2 a shallot, cut into large chunks
Throw the first 4 ingredients  in the 
blender for about a minute until 
emulsified, then throw in the shallot and 
process  just until the shallot is  in smaller 
chunks.
Salad components:
About a head of lettuce (I mixed 1/2 of 
two, red and green leaf)
1 lb small red potatoes, boiled
3-4 hard boiled eggs
Shallot or red onion, sliced thinly
Olives, chopped (I used a green and black 
mix)
2 Tomatoes  (if you have it, it’s  not in 
season yet so I didn’t use any)
2 cans of  olive-oil packed tuna
Directions:
1. Boil water for the potatoes  and eggs. If 
you’re pressed for time you can cut up the 
potatoes. Salt the cooking water if you 
wish. I boiled the eggs  and potatoes 
together, placing the eggs in first and then 
adding the potatoes  once it was  boiling. 
Cook the eggs for about 10-12 minutes, 
potatoes  a little longer until they are fork-
tender.
2. Chop up the lettuce – if you’re going to 

eat it right away, it’s  OK to use a knife – 
and the red onion. Place in a large bowl 
with about 1/4 c dressing, salt, pepper 
and toss. Place on either a platter or 
individual plates.
3. Place the potatoes  in a separate bowl. 
Toss  with vermouth and a little bit of salt, 
and set aside to cool.
4. Chop up the olives  and place them on 
the salad.
5. Chop up the tomatoes, toss  with a 
couple tablespoons dressing, salt, and 
pepper in the bowl you used for the 
lettuce, and place on the salad.
6. Open the cans  of tuna, drain a bit, and 
toss with 1/2 c dressing, salt, and pepper.
7. Toss  the potatoes  with 1/2-3/4 c 
dressing and add to the salad.
8. Chop the eggs  and add to salad; dress 
with a couple tablespoons of  dressing.

Voila! You can adjust the elements to fit 
what you have in the kitchen. It’s  also 
traditional to have asparagus  or green 
beans, but I didn’t have any and also 
would not have felt like cooking them too. 
One could imagine this with some leftover 
chicken, the end of that jar of roasted red 
peppers  you have around, white or 
garbanzo beans, or some baked tofu. You 
can also enhance the Mediterranean 
flavors  by sprinkling on some feta cheese 
and adding a nice glass  of chilled 
Sauvingnon Blanc.
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Greetings,
As the newest coordinator for the KPR Garden, I'd like to thank the 
neighborhood and fellow gardeners  for all of their support and cooperation as the 
garden evolves. Joining the garden has afforded me the opportunity to make new 
friends, meet new neighbors, learn about gardening techniques, and become more 
involved with the community - not to mention enjoy fresh produce.   As you all 
know, it's  really rewarding to be able to grow your own food in the city and share 

the experience with like-minded neighbors.
We are very excited about how popular the garden has become, and this  year we will continue our 
expansion by constructing several new plots  to keep up with the high demand.   Because of this, we 
are asking that everyone do their best to make it to work days so we can not only increase the 
number of plots, but maintain what we have already cultivated. Keeping the garden looking nice and 
making room for new gardeners  takes  a lot of work and we can't do it without everyone's  help.  
Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions  going forward.  
I look forward to working together towards another successful year.

Hello my fellow gardeners! 
The weather is warming up and so are our plots; I am really looking forward to 
getting my hands  dirty and seeds in the ground. As we embark on the first days 
of spring we are asking everyone to be vigilant with maintaining our plots and 
the walk way surrounding our plot. 

Currently, we have 20 full plots  and 3 half plots. At this time we do not have any available plots, 
however, we will be building more plots on our first work day, 6 or more.  We are planning on 
expanding the garden again this year to include even more of our neighbors. Now is  the time to get 
our our waiting list. 

The best way for the garden to function properly is  for full participation. We need everyone to do 
their part.  Many hands make the work light! I'm also excited for the garden to try our hands  at 
composting. We will have more information on this  soon. I hope for a bountiful season and happy 
eating!
. 
To make our community garden a success, we need VOLUNTEERS; contact Rebekah 
whippedbakerydc@gmail.com, 202- 631-4663 or Renee  Lewis r.celeste.lewis@gmail.com,
412-606-5541. 

      

Rebekah Wilhelm

  Unemployed DC homeowners might    
     qualify to have their mortgage paid for  
     a couple months.  Call  202 777-1690 or 
       email www.Homesaverdc.org.      

  Free Cell Phone for DC residents if  you  
     qualify.  Go to www.safelink.com          

  Kingman Park Orange Hat Patrol  
     meeting 4/28/11@7PM RFK Playground 
     Volunteers needed.  Contact Lisa White   
     202 706-4713 or 7d01@anc.gov

  Be informed and share information.  Join 
      the Community List Serve at 
      MPD1D@yahoo.com. 

1. Watch Commander for 7D01 
               202 437-7632.  Report crime.

Did You Know

Rennee Lewis

*Garden Club 
Workday Schedule

Each gardner should work 10 hours per 
season:
• March 27th Spring Meeting 
• April 9th Workday 9:00am
• June 11th Workday 9:00am 
* Check the website for additional dates
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